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perhaps, the best moved prayer, and the best expressed in the world.
La. You will persuade me, William, that I both have prayed already, and shall again, whether I will or no, and whether I know anything of it or no, and that I want no teaching.
Will. Pray, sir, does a child want to be taught to cry?
La. Will that simile hold, William ?
Will. Indeed it will, sir: read the Scripture ; if God's word reaches your heart, you will riot need to be taught to pray.
La. I told you William, you hardly knew who you were talking to: you talk of my reading the Scripture; why, I'll tell thee, William, I ha'n't a Bible in the world, and never had one in my life: there's the manor-house yonder; I question whether God was ever prayed to in it, or his name ever mentioned there, except profanely, or perhaps to swear by it, since 'twas built: why you know as well as I, what a family it was that lived in it when my father purchased it; they were as much strangers to religion, William, as thou art to Greek and Hebrew; and ours were but little better, that came after them.
Will. I fear indeed, and't please your worship, it was so: poor gentlemen! they lived badly indeed, very badly. Alas! gentlemen must not be told of it by us poor men; but they were a sad wicked family, I remember it well.
La. But, William, thou canst lend me a Bible, can'st thou not ? and I'll read it all over while I stay in the country.
Will. Yes, and't please your worship, I'll lend you a Bible: I'll bring it in the morning.
La. Do, William, and come and stay with me tomorrow ; I'll make thee amends for thy day's work,